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I woke up smiling on that Wednesday morning after the election. With Kansas roots and a worldwide perspective, Barack Obama and I share a good deal. But more than being a reflection of any one American story, President-elect Obama represents whole-hearted transition to a new economy—one where renewable energy will drive growth.

Eager industry watchers are expecting a full $150 billion in alternative energy commitments from the Obama administration. That will be spread out over the next decade, and measures to put money in the right hands are already underway as part of the transition process.

Yet for all the hope Obama's candidacy and win engendered throughout the world, there are plenty of veterans of clean energy who have gotten burned before by unfulfilled political promises.

Others doubt that a cap-and-trade system for carbon emissions, which may catalyze private and public R&D, can be pushed through Congress quickly. Judging by U.S. history, we can't blame our international friends for their skepticism.

The American Association for the Advancement of Science shows this alarming trend for non-military research and development funding:


the White House's help. 

