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	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Friday, Nov. 14, 2008
	Contact: Rep. Kathleen Law

Phone: (517) 373-0855


Law Introduces Plan that Promotes Renewable Energy 
Plan encourages schools and communities to develop renewable energy sources

LANSING – State Representative Kathleen Law (D-Gibraltar) today announced her plan to promote locally owned renewable energy projects for Michigan's residents, schools, communities and businesses. 

"Michigan is poised to be the epicenter of the green jobs revolution," Law said. "In order for Michigan's residents, communities and businesses to enter the renewable energy industry, we need to provide tools such as this to empower them and give them access to financing." 

Law's bill, House Bill 6688, will promote locally owned, renewable energy projects through the use of a new financing tool known as the Community-Based Energy Development (C-BED) tariff, which will be managed by local energy providers. After creating a C-BED tariff, electric providers would be required to consider C-BED projects when planning to purchase or construct new renewable energy systems.  C-BED projects may be created by an individual, LLC, nonprofit, cooperative corporation, public or private university or college, a county, city, township, village, school district or a tribal council.
This plan builds on the new Michigan law, referred to as the Renewable Portfolio Standard, which requires Michigan to increase the amount of electricity generated from clean, renewable sources such as wind and solar to 10 percent by 2015. Doing so will make Michigan competitive with nearly 30 other states that already have such a standard.  Law is also the sponsor of House Bill 5218, the Michigan Renewable Energy Sources Act which creates renewable energy payments or feed-in tariffs.
 
"My plan sends a clear message that Michigan and its residents are serious about renewable energy use," Law said. "The more people who embrace the idea of renewable energy, the better the effect will be not only on our economy, but on our day-to-day lives. I can't stress enough to my colleagues in the House the importance of passing this plan." 
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